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A native of Brittany, the French master Ludovic Ballouard was
once an aviation instrument technician but his real call was of course,
watches. His first permanent watch assignment was at Franck Muller.
From 2001 to early 2009 he worked for F.P. Journe and was involved
in many Journe’s complications, most notably those sounding watches.
While Upside Down is a vivid description of the time-telling method of the
watch - whenever the minutes hand goes over 12 the last hour inverts
instantly while at the same time the correct new hour turns upright with

a dot appeared beside it. Ludovic got his inspiration, believe it or not,

from the financial tsunami when all hell broke loose and everything went
upside down. The 12 Malta crosses on the movement are the base
of the 12 hour-discs. A ring with regular teeth on its inner perimeter
circulates the movement. Levers of the movement fast advance it hourly.
Meanwhile, the outer perimeter of the same ring, in touch with the Malta
crosses and set with consecutive teeth at certain points, will force the last
hour dowrl and the new hour up simultaneously. The kinetics behind is

sophisticated but Ludovic said after working at Journe he could manage

the maths by heart.
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